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The legislative power of the Senate and the Chamber
of Deputies is the same, except that financial Itg func.
bills must originate in the latter;1 but while tions'
1 it is admitted that the Senate may reduce proposals for
taxes and appropriations, there is a dispute whether it
can increase them or not, and debates on this point are
constantly recurring. In practice the Chamber has some-
times accepted augmentations thus introduced, but more
frequently the Senate has abandoned them.2 The Senate
has two peculiar functions. First, its consent is neces-
sary for a dissolution of the Chamber of Deputies,3 a
provision designed as a safeguard against the President,
who might otherwise dissolve the Chamber in order to
attempt a coup d'6tat during its absence; and, second,
the President is authorized, with the approval of the
Council of Ministers, to constitute the Senate a high
court to try any one for an attempt on the safety of the
state.4 This power was used in the case of General
Boulanger, who failed to appear for trial, and was con-
demned in his absence.

With such an organization and powers, an American
might suppose that the Senate would be a Itg actual
more influential body than the Chamber of influen<**

1  Const. Law of Feb. 24, 1875, Art. 8,

2  Dupriez, vol. ii. pp. 430-32.

3  Const. Law of Feb. 25,1875, Art. 5.

4  Lebon, FraribreicTi, p. 73, Const. Laws of Feb. 24, 1875, Art. 9, and
July 16,1875, Art. 12.   The procedure was regulated by a law of Aug.
10,1889.   By the Const. Law of July 16,1875, Art. 12, the Chamber of
Deputies can impeach the ministers, and in case of high treason the
President of the Kepublic.   The impeachments are tried by the Senate.
For the interpretation put upon this  clause, see Lebon, Frankreich.
pp. 55*58.